; V 


Saturdap, 


ith what Plainnefs and Clearnefs I could, 
prefent afflided Circumftances confidered, 
thro” the four Generals J laid down; and 
© proved, I believe, paft a fair Reply, That our 
tifh Trade is inno danger of being Injured by the 
ch: T hall fay no more to it, till I hear fome 
ions that I think may have any weight 
| worth fpeaking to. 
¢ other Branches of Trade neceffary 
of which, tho’ there are real Dan- 
the French, and by the Peace too, 
akes the leait Notice; which to me isa 
_ that the other is made ufé of as a Han- 
not from a fincere Concern for the 


: I fhall {peak to, is, The Diftilling 
-but touch at, tho’ very eifential 
the Confequences of a Peace, 
vance, as it relates tothe Di- 
s thefe. 

g off the Prohibitions, and a 
of French Brandy. 

uties on the French Brandy, fo 
‘0 a moderate Price. 

jut Difpute in this Cafe, which 
, (vig.) Whether keeping on the 
andy would not be as Deftruétive 
bere, as taking them off; becaufe 
Means of running Brandy, while the 
amake it fo well worth while, are fo 
the Quantity imported by clandefine 
tuins our Diftillers, perhaps as much as a 
aid free Importation could do, 

mmnice Point, and perhaps I may hereafter 
ily; but for the prefent, give me 
revious Queftion, which { fee many 


to preferve it? When this is de- 
Methods, either to Preferve, or De- 
ry againft the Difiilling Englifh Spi- 


ittle or no Foundation, fo they who 
it have the leaft to fay for them{clves, 
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ut; (vzz.) Whether the Diftilling. 
and is, or is not an advantageous 
; and how far it is. or is not worth | 


be worth while to enquire, what 


IE W. 


May 9. 1713. 


that it is poffible to imagin a thing that makes 
fo much Noife can’ have, (viz.) That they cannot 
make them fo good as French Brandy, Nafty Englifh 
Spirits! Says the nice Punch-drinking Gentleman, 
and at the {ame time {carce knows one from the other, 
when mixt in his Liquor. As tothe Nature of the 
Spirits, I hall leave that to another Difcourfe ; it is 
not the Nature of the Spirits, ‘but the Nature of the 
Trade that I am upon. 
The Diftilling of Malt Spirits is founded upon an 
Article of Trade, as effential to the publick Good in 
its Proportion, as any Trade we have, or can have 


in the Nation ; I mean the Confumption of Corn, which - 


being the neat Produce of the Land, it mutt be al- 


low’d is the moft immediate Profit to the Nation, of 


any Trade whatfoever. 

All the Proje@tors of publick Undertakings, all the 
Calculators of the Nation’s Subftance, and Preten- 
ders to Improvements, whether in Trade, in Wealth, 
or inthe general Stock of the Nation, muft (ubmit to 
this, That the Confumption of Corn is ore of the Fun- 
damentals of the Nation’s Wealth: Every Quarter 
of Corn which the Nation can Export, referving a 
Sufficient Quansity for our own Expence, fo that the 
Price may not rife too bigh, is clear Gain to the pub- 
lick Stock. Every new Trade, which either caufes 
the Corn to be Exported, or to be applied to fome 


_ Ufe at Home, which it was not applied to before, 


and which prevents the Importation of fomething 
which muft otherwife be brought from abroad, mutt 
be a gainful Trade to the Publick, becaufe it con- 
fumes our own Produce, and leflens our Payment to 
Foreign Nations. ‘Uhis, now, is eminently feen in 
the Diftilling Trzde ; Where fir/?, the Corn is con- 
fum’d; which Corn is our own Produce, pays Rent 


_ for our Land, employs our People, our Cattle, our 


Shipping, ©c. And fecondly, The Importation of Fo- 
reign Spirits is prevented, that is to fay, in Pro or 


“tion. ah anne 
Nothing is more certain, Than that the ordinary 
“Produce of Corn in England is’ much greater than 


the numbers of our own People or Cattle can con- 


fume : And this is the Reafon why, when the Markets 


are low abroad, and no Demands made for Corn, 
that Plenty which is other Nations Blefling, is our 
intolerable Burthen, This was apparent in the latter 


Years of King Charles and King James, when ves 


as 


Numb. 92 


on 


Gainer: T fay, 
on is our Ruin: 
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was fo very Cheap, that almoft all the Farmers in 
England were undone by it; and had it held fo till 
now, the Value of Lands in Eagland muft have funk 
very confiderably before this time. 1 haye known a 
Farmer Plough twenty Acres of Land, and Sow it 
with Wheat, and have a vaft Crop; and when car- 
ried to Market, the whole quantity would not pay 
for the Husbandry, carrying in, and carrying out ; 
the whole Rent of the Land being funk out of the 
Farmers Stock ; and the like of Barley, €c. 

The Diftilling Trade is one Remedy for this Dif- 
after, asit helps to carry .off the great quantity of 
Corn in fuch a time of Plenty ; and it has this parti. 
cular Advantage, That if at any time a Scarcity 
happens, this Trade can halt for a Year, and not be 
loit entirely, as in other Trades it often happens to 
be; Ye may prohibit Diftilling for a certain time, 
in cale of extreme Scarcity, Famine, and the like, 
and yet the Trade may returm and fubift: But in 
times of Plenty, and a moderate Price of Corn, the 
Diftilling of Corn is one of the mot efential things 
to fupport the Landed Intereft, that any branch of 
Trade can help us to; and therefore efpecially to he 
Preferved, and tenderly Ufed. 

I have, upon al] Occafions, been a conftant Oppo- 
fer of the common Notions of our People, for prohi- 
biting the Exportation of Corn: Itis true, our com- 
Mon People, upon the leaft appearance of the advance 
of Price, immediately begin there, and a ftop of Ex- 
pou is the frit cry; but this is not the only in- 

ance of Popular Errour, and where People to re- 
drefs their Grievances, think of the very Methods 
that increafe them, Thefe poor People, while they 
Rage at the Exportation of Corn, and Ditftilling ot 
Corn, overlooktheEngroffing,Reftraining, Regrating, 
or as [ miy well call it ,cheStock-Fobbing of Corn,which 
generally is the occalion of railing the Price, and gives 
us Dearth in Plenty, and Famine without Scarcity. 

Thefe things can never better be fpoken to, than 
at this time, when the Parliament being fitting, it 
may he to the Purpofe to recommend to them the 
guarding the Execution of the prefent Peace, from 
any Confequences which may hurt this Branch of 
Trade, and ftop or lefen our Diftilling Trade, which 
mu neceffarily end in leaving our Corn unfold, our 
hands unemploy’d, and our Kents unpaid; the end 
of all which mutt of Courfe be the finking the Value 
of Land, and leffening the Employment of our Poor. 
The prefent Enquiry in this Cafe is — What is to 
be done ? Shall we prohibit French Brandy, (ays one to 


#0 me ? No, by no means, fay I: The prohibition of 

ay has in part ruin’d the Diftilling Trade ; 
awhile 

while ’tis fo well worth the Importers while to ran 

the Rifque of it, while he is enabled to out-bid, even 


Clandeftine Trade runs fo high in Eritain, 


the Government it felf to the Officers who fhould 
prevent it, and while if two in three be loft, he isa 
while this is the Cafe, a Prohibiti- 
All Prohibitions, where the Value 
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ishigh, ferve but to whet the unfair Merch 
Such I mult call the Clandeftine Importer, to 
Hazard for the Advantage; and if the Care, , 
make the Prohibition Effe@ual, is not anfwerableg 
the Advantage the Importer can make by Impe 
fuch Prohibitions, are rather Encouragements ¢ 
portation than Hindrances; becaufe what ¢ 
Clandeftinely brought in, comes free of any 
at all. (a 
And this is the reafon why the Succefs thefe 
ple have in es Brandy ruins the Diltil 
Trade, (viz) Becaufe what Succefs they have, # 
is t00 but much, and what Brandy they really I 
pays nothing at all; by which means they ca 
derfell the fair Trader, and bring right Brandy 
low the Price of a common Spirit. , | 
But if the Duty be fix’d ata Medium, fo that 
one Hand the Diftilling Trade may fubfift ; an 
on the other Hand, it fhall not be worth wt 
the Importer to run the Rifque of a Clandeftin 
portation; to which alfo new Penalties ma. 
added, then you may have good French Brand 
thofe who will go to the Price of it; and a 
Rranch of the common Sale of Spirits will still 
left for the Malt Trade ; the Diftilling of Malt™ 
rits, and others, may be kept up, and the gaint 
Confumption of Corn carried on, to the great 74 
vantage both of Land and of Trade. } 
I know it will be asked me, What Proportie 
would be jult in fuch a Cafe, and where I 
place the proper Mediums to preferve the 
between French Brandy, and the Englifh Spir 
to keep the Trade of both alive—Nor am I 
to Aniwer this Queftion, and to ftate fuch a F 
on very fairly 4 but [ am not turning Projector, 
laying down Schemes to lead thofe by whoare Wil 
than i. My Argument at prefent is to pro 
Nature, Neceffity, and Ufefulnefs of the Dift 
Trade; and to undeceive thofe, who, hecaule! 
cannot drink Englifh Spirits when they _ 
French Brandy, would therefore have the Tr 
Dittilling funk, and none of thof Spirits made 
Our Benet is to Encourage every Branc 
Trade, by which our Produce may find a V 
which our People may find Employment, 0: 
ral Commerce he Encreafed, and the Va 
Kent of Lands kept up 3 and this, efpecially 
the Dijiilling of Malt kas fo great a Concern i 
it malt for ever pafs with me for a Trade 
table to the Publick, as Neceflary to be Supporti 
and as Ufetul to be Encouraged in Proportion 
Magnitude, as any Trade inthe Nation. 
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